RegFinder

Fish and Wildlife Regulation Lookup Made Easy

A Product of Sprague Inc.

New Jersey has 63 Deer Management Zones, 20 Turkey Hunting Zones, 3 Duck Zones, 30 Beaver and Otter Trapping Zones, 2 Woodcock Zones, 3 Pheasant Hunting Zones, 2 Trapping Zones, 2 Special Goose Zones, and a Muzzleloader Rifle Squirrel Hunting Zone. Each of these zones has its own set of regulations that could vary greatly from zone to zone on the same day for the same species.  A deer hunter just east of a road in one zone may legally take a doe. However, another hunter on the other side of the same road, 100 feet away, may be restricted to only bucks with at least three points on one side of the rack. Applying the regulations under these conditions, requires that the Conservation Officer have knowledge of all the regulations for each type of hunter or trapper he or she might encounter in any of the zone types. Knowing where the boundaries of the zones are is also needed.  In order to assist the Conservation Officer with this situation, RegFinder was developed.


RegFinder is a computer system that combines a laptop computer and a handheld GPS to pinpoint the Officer’s location and determine the appropriate regulations. Hunting and fishing regulations are stored on the computer along with representations of the entities to which the 

[image: image1.wmf]regulations refer.  Also stored in the computer’s database are the streets and boundaries of the cities, towns, and counties of New Jersey, along with descriptions of fish and game entities (such as deer management zones and trout streams). The system is made up of a series of screens displaying current regulations for all facets of Fish and Wildlife Law Enforcement. As the 

Officer moves around the state, the current street name and town are displayed and the regulations for the current position are updated.  The regulations are grouped together to speed referencing. Each category of regulation has a listing for general and specific regulations. General regulations being those that apply all year and specific are those that apply only during a particular season or in a specific location or both.  In the category display areas that cover regulations that deal with zones, the current zone is also displayed (see figure 1. below).  All elements of a category have the same color for ease of use.
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      Figure 1.

In addition to displaying the current regulations, the system has the ability to keep track the Officer’s time and make a record of where he or she goes during the shift. A log is kept during the shift to record sign on and sign off times and locations, inspections of hunters of fisherman, and other occurrences that the Officer wants to record.  Daily reports can be generated from this information and later compiled into biweekly and monthly reports as necessary.

RegFinder also has a section for Fish and Wildlife identification.  When viewing details of a regulation, the user can see a picture of the species to which the regulation applies.  For example, when viewing the regulation for trout,  (see figure 2 below), the user can select from a list of trout pictures available (see figure 3 below).
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    Figure 2.



     Figure 3.

Wildlife identification is currently available for fish and waterfowl, others will be added, as they become available.

Other functions include: 

Permit Lookups – Check names and addresses of permit holders in the field. The complete list of all deer permit holders is stored in the database and can be queried by last name of the permit holder. Some deer seasons require permits and all turkey seasons require permits.  Trapping permits are required for otter and beaver. Other permits would include: rifle permits, Falconry permits, Coyote permits, permits for the Physically challenged hunters, permits to shoot from a standing vehicle, and others types of permits.

Regulation and Statute search – This gives the ability of the user to search for a word or phrase in the full state regulation or statute.  For example, searching for the key phrase ‘youth hunter’ would display any state regulation which applies to youth hunters, licensing, age limits, accompaniment requirements, etc.
Future functionality:

Wireless connectivity – This will allow the Officer in the field to have access to many services currently only available in one of the regional offices. Such as:

Email- this will allow communication between an officer and the regional office without putting the message over the radio. Messages will be in writing and not garbled. The message will be read when the Officer is ready to read it, rather than having to pull off to the side of the road and writing down a radio message.

Drivers License and Automobile Registration Lookup – Currently available by radio from a regional office, the lookup could be done on the Officers computer.

Vehicle Location – The position of the vehicle could be sent to a central program to be displayed at the regional offices. This would be useful for Officer safety, and complaint assignment.

Reporting - sending reports from the field quickly. Digital pictures could also be incorporated into the reports.

Reading Barcodes – When hunting and fishing licenses have a barcode identifier on them the system can read that information and keep track of people inspected. In addition, if a violation was noted, the information could be directly transferred to a summons quickly and accurately.

RegFinder has been in trial with The New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife since October 1, 2000. 

System requirements:

A ruggedized general-purpose laptop computer mounted in the vehicle. 

A handheld GPS receiver capable of sending NMEA 2.0 output to the computer.

Microsoft Access database management system.

Windows 95/98/NT, 64 MB Ram, 6 GB fixed disk

Compact Disk drive, Floppy Disk drive

New Jersey is using a Panasonic CF-27 ToughBook with 64 MB ram, 6 GB disk, CD and Floppy disk.

For further information, contact us at:

RegFinder

PO Box 74

Tennent, NJ 07763   (732) 446-3223

Or visit our website 

http://www.regulationfinder.com
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Rainbow trout (Oncothynchus mykiss )

Weight and Length: 30 pounds, 3 feet @ inches Range: United States

Credit: U. . Fish and Wildlife Senvice, Duane Raver
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